
The National Youth Commission’s (NYC)  public hearings, focus groups, 
online submissions and engagement through our social media plat-
forms are just some of the ways the NYC aims to connect with people.

Public hearings are particularly critical to the Inquiry because:

1. They help us find solutions. There are a number of people work-
ing in this space who have valuable expertise to shape the future of 
youth employment and transitions in Australia. We will only be able 
to develop effective solutions if we are able to capture the diversity 
of ideas across the country. 

2. They create opportunities for you to be heard. This is a platform 
for you to share your work and ideas. Public hearings are an oppor-
tunity for you to join a national discussion. 

3. They capture nuances of ideas. Whether you’re an academic, 
non-profit leader, industry expert, work with diverse communities, 
or a young person sharing their lived experience, public hearings 
are a chance to deep dive into your ideas through conversing with 
our expert Commissioners. 

Why Public Hearings Matter



• Locations: We’re holding public hearings in metropolitan, rural and re-
gional areas in every state and territory in Australia, and some via video-
conference.

• Times and dates: Public hearings run on weekdays, from 9am to 4pm. 
Exact dates for locations can be found on our website: 

     https://nycinquiry.org.au/get-involved/

• Presentation length: Presentations go for 20 minutes, followed by 15 
minutes of questions time.

• Number of presentations: There are 9 presentations per day.

• Room setup: You will be presenting to 2-3 Commissioners sitting at a 
table. During your presentation, you can sit or stand, and there may be 
some people observing your presentation. You can request a closed pre-
sentation.

• Style of presentation: You can present in what way works best for you. 
Some people use PowerPoints, some give speeches, others use videos, 
and in some cases people just have a conversation.

What else?

• All public hearings are open to observers, unless prior arrangements 
have been made to present in a closed hearing.

• All public hearing presentations are recorded and transcribed.

What Public Hearings Look Like



• The NYC Terms of Reference outlines the scope of our inquiry. This is 
available on our website.

• Bring your ideas and solutions if you have them.

• Talk about your work, personal experience (including at school/post 
school, in education, employment or unemployment) and things 
you have observed relating to young people, employment and transi-
tions: you will have unique insights that no one else can share.

• Think about what kind of things you would keep, change or create to ad-
dress the issues that matter to you/your work.

• Think about what isn’t being talked about enough (or at all) in public 
forums; use this opportunity to raise issues or ideas that should be given 
more attention.

Interested in presenting or observing at a public hearing?

To register to present or observe at our public hearings head to our website 
www.nycinquiry.org.au/get-involved/ 

If you have any questions contact us at info@nycinquiry.org.au or read 
our FAQs available on our website. 

What can you present on?


